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Memories

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

Inthelast year, we havelost four of our veteran canines.
Memoria Day seemsto bean appropriatetimeto remember
themand our other now-retired certified and deployable
canines.

INn 2004 welost K9 Louie, ill inhisprime, and retired
K9Kély. You can read about theminthe Remembering
Louie Specia Edition newdetter and theAugust 2004
newdetter. Amy Rising and K9 L ouie attended CSS school
and certified Type2in 1997 and Type 1in 1999. They were
deployed to the Oklahoma City tornadoesin 1999, the
World Trade Center in 2001, the Salt Lake City Olympicsin
2002, and the Columbia Shuttle Recovery in 2003. Vickie
Sentersand K9 Kelly attended CSS school in 1994 and
were deployed to Hurricane Opal in 1995 and the DeBruce
Grain Elevator explosionin 1998.

In 2005 we havelost K9 Max and K9 Chip, both
previoudly retired fromthetask force.

Hershel McAlister and K9 Max, achocolatelab, joined
NETF1in1995. Max attended CSS school and certified
Type2in 1996 and Type 1in 1998. Hershel becameaType
1 and 2 evaluator and aninstructor at the CSS school.
Hershel and K9 Max were deployed to the DeBruce Grain
Elevator explosionin 1998, the OklahomaCity tornadoesin
1999, the World Trade Center in 2001, and the Columbia
Shuttle Recovery in 2003.

K9 Chip wasLindaHoffert’shome-bred Golden
Retriever. K9 Chip certified Type 2in 1996 and was
deployedto DeBruce Grain. Lindaattended CSS school in
1994 with her Malinois, Ruger. Lindaisone of those behind-
the-scenes peoplethat continuesto havealargepartin
NETFL'scanineprogram. Whenal my Springfield training
partnersgradually drifted away inthemid-90s, Lindaand
Chipand Ditto and | kept ontraining. When Amy decided
to get aGolden to replace her German Shepherd, Lindatold
her of Loui€'slitter. When Deborah and OneSoc began
training, Lindaworked with them on building drive, aswell as
obedience, directability and agility. When Kyle showed up
with hischocolate pup Reggie, | sent themto Linda.
Needlessto say, wein Springfield till consider her amember
of theteam.
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Amy Rising’'sK9Louie

Hershel McAlister and K9 Max
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Someof our certified dogsaretill enjoying retirement. Wefirst
met Deborah Goodman and OneSocin 1999. Shecame out to our
Springfield rubble pile one day when Cathy Schiltz, Monicaand |
weretraining and hasbeen around ever since. Oney certified Type2
inApril 2001 and five months|later was at the World Trade Center.
Deborah and K9 OneSoc a so were deployed to the Salt L ake City
Olympicsin 2002.

K9 Ditto and | attended CSS school in 1993, and we passed
Type2 certificationin 1994 and Type 1in 1995. We have been
deployed to the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City and Hurricane
Opal in 1995, theAtlantaOlympicsin 1996, to Germany and the
Republic of MacedoniawiththeU.S. Army in 1997, DeBruce Grain
Elevator in 1998, Oklahoma City tornadoesin 1999, the World
Trade Center in 2001, Salt Lake City Olympicsin 2002, and the
Columbia Shuttle Recovery in 2003.

Captain Eric Jonesand K9 Ren. Before EJgot Ren, he spent
hoursin holesin Lincolnand Columbiaand six feet undergroundinthe
DeBruce Grain Elevator learning canine search. He and Ren attended
CSSschool in 1999 and certified Type 2in Coloradoin 2000. I'll
alwaysregret that EJand Ren never deployed asacanineteam. But
what ablessing he'sbeen asa Search Team Manager and Canine
Coordinator.

Timechangeseverything. 9/11 changed usal. Wehavenew
challenges, new teammates and amore complicated mission. Someof
life'sgreatest friendships have been formed on thistask force. Some of
the best US& R dogsin the country have been apart of our team. We
must plan and train for the future but never forget our past.

ElaineSaWteHandKQDitto

A Dog’s Soul
Every dog must haveasoul A dog must have asecret place He'll love, tho heisunloved,
Somewheredeepinside Whereevery thought abides, Andhe'll servetho badly used,
Whereall hishurtsand grievances A sort of closeacquaintancethat And onekindwordwill wipe
Areburiedwith hispride Hetrustsin and confides. away
Where he decidesthe good and Andwhen accused unjustly for Thetimeswhen he's abused.
bad Himsalf, He cannot speak, Altho’ hisheart may break intwo
Thewrongway fromtheright, Rebuked, Hefindswithin hissoul Hislovewill il bewhole,
Andwherehisjudgment carefully The comfort hemust seek. Because God gaveto every dog
Ishiddenfromour sight. Anunderstanding Soul!

~ANonymous
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Recent NETF1 Canine Certifications

Congratul ationsto thefollowing canineteamswho haverecently
passed FEMA certifications:

MikeAgnew/Kenya(Black Lab) - Upgrade Certificationto Typel,
Denver CO, April 2005

Andrew Pitcher/Andy (Golden Retriever) —Re-Certification to
Typell, Denver CO, April 2005

Deborah Goodman/Kiera(Black Lab) —Initia Certification Typell,
VirginiaBeach VA, May 2005

NETF1 Canine Training Seminar

OnMay 13-15, NETF1 hosted the 2005 Canine Seminar with
guestinstructor John DeanfromAZ-TF1 at theNETF1 Logistics
Center and LFR Training Center. Approximately 15 current and
prospective handlers participated in classroom and hands-on activities
to promotemotivation, agility, and drivein their search caninesand to
enhancetraining concepts used by handlers. Seminar participantswere
introduced to the use of GPS and mapping proceduresand participated
incompetitive activitiesto locate hidden treasures. Search teamswho
successfully used their GPSto navigateto secret |ocationswere
rewarded with various prizesasaresult of asuccessful “find”.
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